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VIA FACSIMILE: 703/872-9306 

Atty. Docket No. STEOl P-1164 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Adam C. Bedford et al. 
10/792,309 
March 3, 2004 

COMBINED TENSION AND BACK STOP FUNCTION 
FOR SEATING UNIT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P,0, Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CF.R. 81.97(c) 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§1.56 and L97(c), Applicants bring to the attention of the 

Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 

Statement is being filed after the events recited m § 1.97(b) but to the undersigned*s knowledge, 

before the mailing date of either a Final Action or a Notice of Allowance. Under the provisions 

of 37 CF.R. §1. 97(c), this Information Disclosure Statanent is acconq)anied by a fee of $180.00 

as specified by §1.17(p). 

As the Office has waived the requirement under 37 CFR §1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a 

copy of each cited U.S. patent, copies of the listed U.S. patents are is not included with the 

submission of attached Form PTO 1449. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 

consider the listed docimients and evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on 

the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material or 
constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" imder United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 
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Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

Please charge the fee of $180 to Deposit Account No. 16-2463. If there is any additional 
fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the fee to our Deposit 
Account No. 16-2463. 



Respectfully submitted. 





Date 



Daniel L. Girdwood 
Registration No. 34 827 



695 Kenmoor, S.E. 
Post Office Box 2567 



Grand Rapids, MI 49501 
(616) 949^9610 
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Complete if Known ^ 



Substitute for form ^UBfiJPTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fUsB as manvshoBts as necessary] 



Application Number 
Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



1 Q/79 2.3Q9 



P?/03^2PQ4 



Adam C. Be dford et al. 



3636 



RQdngy B, White 



Sheet 



Attorney Docket Nurriber 



STE01 P-11§4 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials* 


Cite 
No."* 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant or Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Numbef-Kind Code*'"*^"^ 






6378943 


04/30/2002 


Begss et al 








6116695 


09/12/2000 


Heidmann et al. 








6033020 


03/07/2000 


Ito 








6000756 


12/14/1999 


Hy barker et al. 








us- 5979984 


11/09/1999 


DeKraker et al. 








5762399 


06/09/1998 


Liu 
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03/25/1969 


Walkinshaw 
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No.* 


Foretfin Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYVY 


Name of Patentee of 
Applicant of Cited Docunfient 


Pages. Columns, Lines, 
Where Retewant Passages 
or Relevant FIsuresAoDear 




Countiy Code*~Numbsr^'XM Cod9^(tf Jir/wwn) 









































































I Examiner 




Date 




1 Signature 




Considered 


1 



^EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomiance vyitb MPEP 609. Draw line ttirougti citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fomn with next communication to applicanl ^ Appficanrs unique citation designation number (optiona}). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at wvw.uspto.pQv or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office thai Issued the document, by the two^etter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the incScatlon of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.^ Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WiPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Trarisiation is attached. 

This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Infornriatlon is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This oolleclion Is esCmated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any oomments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form andtor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief tnformatlon Officer, U.S. Patem 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissfoner for Patents. P.O. Box 1400. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



ffyoo nead assistance in complaling tha form, call 1'800-PTO-9199 and salect option 2. 
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